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Mopars Unlimited Spokane 

The sky seems a little gray and things are just a little out of the ordinary right now. With this 

strangeness comes some changes. There will be no club meetings until further notice. Some of 

the spring events have already begun rescheduling. Please check dates on the last page. 

A Note From a Professional and Fellow Club Member 

Wash your hands,  cough/sneeze in your elbow, stay home!! Please 

take this seriously. Stay home and stay healthy so I can stay healthy 

at work saving lives. Thank you!! 

Cheryl Athos 
Cheryl is an RN, BSN, Med-Surg Certified  

She works on the respiratory  floor at Sacred Heart Medical Center. 
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My name is Rommie Sebo and I’m addicted to  
MOPARSs. There…. I said it! Whew, I’m glad I got 
that out of the way. Greetings from Cleveland, Ohio …. 
a blue collar city in the Midwest that used to be called 
“The Mistake on the Lake”, a blue collar city that was 
known for their auto and gritty steel yards. Today, 
Cleveland is a vibrant, revitalized city on Lake Erie and 
is known as the home of the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame. I’m 63 years old and a life long Cleveland  
resident. My love of cars was instilled in me, by my  
father, when I was in elementary school in the early 
60’s. I remember my father taking me to the Crawford 
Auto Museum here in town, many times to look at all 
the vintage and classic cars. He even helped me, when I 
was in the Cub Scouts, with my Pinewood Derby race 
car I carved out of wood. It was by far the sleekest and 
most aerodynamically designed racer there. After that, 
my dad taught me how to build model cars. 

Growing up, I would say we were definitely a lower 
middle class family. From the time I was born in 1957, 
my parents were only able to afford used cars and they 
always tended to be very simple and plain vehicles. But 
that all changed around 1968 or 69 when my father 
brought home a 1965 Dodge Monaco. Yes, it was still a 
used car, but it was now a “top of the line” used car. It 
was my father’s “dream” car…..crisp lines, lots of 
chrome, bucket seats (front and back), center console, 
great dash, the list goes on and on. I loved that car as 
much as he did and was sad to see it go when my par-
ents traded it in, for a new Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme 
in 1973. 

As you know, life goes on and many years go by at an 
increasingly faster pace. I always say, “The older I get, 
the faster time goes by.” I got married, had four kids 
(two of which are now married) and went on living my 
life. I lost my dad to Cancer in 1994, he was only 63. 
The same age I am now. After he passed, I found  
myself using this new thing called the “internet”  
looking for pictures and information about the ’65 
Dodge Monaco. I still loved the way it looked and 
thought that one day, if I ever had the money, I would 
try to buy one. One day, after I didn’t have day to day 
obligations of a family of six, saving for all their college 
educations, and weddings.  

After my mom passed away in 2010, I decided I would 
seriously start researching the availability of these cars 
and what they cost. “Life is short”, I thought, “why 
wait”. The good news was because they were C-body 
cars they were not really expensive because they were 
not in high demand. The bad news, there were not a lot 

of them around at all, let alone in decent shape. They 
only produced 13,100 of them. After searching for many 
years, in 2016, I finally found “my baby” in Toledo, a 
city in Ohio about 3 hours west of Cleveland. A black 
1965 Dodge Monaco with the original saddle interior, 
the original 413 4-barrel engine, and 101,000 miles on 
it. The car was in fantastic condition, even the wicker 
insert on the back of the front seats and side door panels 
were in amazing condition. I went to look at it with cash 
in hand, and after a short negotiation, I was the new 
owner.  

I love driving the car and thinking of my dad, wishing 
he was still alive and how he would get such a kick out 
of me driving him around in it. I had never owned a 
classic car before and there was a lot to learn. Luckily, I 
quickly made new friends at the weekly Cruise In and 
car shows I started attending. People in this hobby, I  
discovered, were very willing to share their knowledge 
and to help a fellow enthusiast. Then I joined some  
MOPAR groups on Facebook and learned even more. 
One of those people was Greg Collin. We met on one of 
those Facebook groups after commenting on each  
other’s posts about our respective cars. Those comments 
led to some side conversations using Facebook  
messenger, then more sharing of car pics and personal 
stories. Greg has family in the Central Ohio area and 
usually comes to visit them at least once a year. We had 
discussed the possibility of meeting up during one of 
those visits. In the summer of 2018, Greg contacted me 
to let me know he and his wife would be travelling to 
Ohio and that he and the family would be driving up to 
Cleveland for the day, and would I be interested in 
meeting for lunch. I told him I would and when that day 
finally arrived, we had a beautiful sunny and warm sum-
mer day which allowed me to drive my Monaco to our 

Kindred Spirit Across the Country 



Scat Pack Connection | Club Newsletter April 2020 

meeting place. I met Greg and his family 
over lunch and then I got to show him  
my car. He took some great pictures of my 
car which I think are the ones that are  
accompanying this letter. 

Fast forward to today, I can’t wait for the 
warm weather of Spring and Summer so I 
can take my car out of storage and start 
showing her off again. I don’t think I’ll ever 
sell the car because I’m too emotionally  
attached to it because of the connection to 
my father. Through the classic car hobby, 
I’ve had the opportunity to meet a lot of great 
people, both near and far. That’s the great 
thing about this hobby. It doesn’t matter 
whether the people are young or old, rich or 
of modest means, their religious affiliation, their political preferences, or the color of their skin, we all just love 
cars and are happy to talk about them or help someone else out. Isn’t that how it should be with all people? 
Don’t you think the rest of the world could learn something from us? Maybe that’s the answer, we just need 
more people to buy some classic cars, hopefully more MOPAR cars!  

All the best from Cleveland 

Rommie Sebo 



Chrysler History 

Simca (Omni; Horizon) 
Contributed by Al Merkel 

 

Here is some interesting MOPAR history.  Hope you 

enjoy this info.  (From Wikipedia)  

 
In 1958, the American car manufacturer Chrysler  

Corporation, which wanted to enter the European car 

market, bought 15% of the Simca stocks from Ford in a 

deal which Henry Ford II was later reported as having 

publicly regretted.  At this stage, however, the  

dominant shareholder remained Fiat, and their  

influence is apparent in the engineering and design of 

Simcas of that period such as the 1000 and 1300  

models introduced respectively in 1961 and 1963.[9] 

However, in 1963 Chrysler increased their stake to a 

controlling 64% by purchasing stock from Fiat, and 

they subsequently extended that holding further to 

77%.  Even in 1971 Fiat retained a 19% holding, but by 

now they had long ceased to play an active role in the 

business. 

Also, in 1964 Chrysler bought the British manufacturer 

Rootes thus putting together the basis of Chrysler  

Europe. All the Simca models manufactured after 1967 

had the Chrysler pentastar logo as well as Simca  

badging. In 1961 Simca started to manufacture all of its 

models in the ex-Ford SAF factory in Poissy and sold 

the factory at Nanterre to Citroën. The rear-engined  

Simca 1000 was introduced in 1961 with its sporting  

offspring, the Simca-Abarth in 1963. The 1000 also 

served as the platform for the 1000 Coupe, a sports 

coupe sporting a Bertone-designed body by Giorgetto 

Giugiaro and 4-wheel disc brakes. It debuted in 1963 and 

was described by Car Magazine as "the world's neatest 

small coupe". 1967 saw the more powerful 1200S  

Bertone Coupe that, with a horsepower upgrade in 1970, 

could reach the dizzying speed of almost 112 mph 

(180 km/h), making it the fastest standard production 

Simca ever built.  In 1967 a much more up to date car, 

the 1100, appeared with front wheel drive and independ-

ent suspension all round, and continued in production 

until 1979. On 1 July 1970 the company title was  

formally changed to Chrysler France. 

 

Collapse of Chrysler Europe 
The most successful pre-Chrysler Simca models were 

the Aronde, the Simca 1000 and the front-engined 1100 

compact. During the 1970s Chrysler era, Simca  

produced the new Chrysler 160/180/2 litre saloon, 1307 

range (Chrysler Alpine in the UK) and later the Horizon, 

(Dodge Omni and Plymouth Horizon in the USA). The 

1307 and Horizon were both named European Car of the 

Year at launch. However, Chrysler's forced marriage of 

Simca and Rootes was not a happy one: Chrysler Europe 

collapsed in 1977 and the remains were sold to Peugeot 

the following year. The Rootes models were quickly 

killed off, and the Simca-based Alpine/1307 and Horizon 

soldiered on through the first half of the 1980s using the 

resurrected Talbot badge. The last car to carry the Simca 

badge was the 1980 Solara, a 1307 with a boot, but by 

1981 this had become a Talbot, thus ending the Simca 

marque entirely. 

Date Change - Spokane Speed and Custom Show - 
Due to the COVID-19 virus the show dates have changed 
to June 19-21, Father's Day Weekend. 

Date Change - Kalispel Casino Car Show - date 
changed to June 28. 
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Well, I have been working on a cool project for a while and getting close to installing my 440 6 pack onto the  

Satellite. Today I rebuilt the carbs and refinished them with a kit from Eastwood. I am happy with the results. I  

added a few pictures of what I started with and the finished, as of now, setup. Still working on obtaining a throttle 

bracket and return spring bracket since I’m not sure if my current ones will work. 

Jerry Northrup 

How Are You Spending Your Covid 19 Time At Home? 

This is how the setup looked when I 
got it. It is an original setup from a 
69 Super Bee. 

I liked the looks of the aluminum 
better so I had the intake bead 
blasted to remove orange paint. 

This shows the difference in 
carbs. The left carb is after  
rebuild and refinishing and the 
right carb is how they looked 
when I got them. 

After today, rebuilding and refinishing. With air cleaner, still hoping to  
convince Liz to do some customiz-
ing art to it. 



A True Addict 

Hello, my name is Scott Schmidt, 

and I have a serious Mopar  

addiction. As I am sure just like 

everybody else in the club… 

It all started when I was a teenager 

growing up with my dad. He had a 

‘69 Charger that was stripped down 

to just the body. He hunted down 

every part for that car and built it 

from scratch. During the process I 

fell in love with it. He then traded 

that for a ‘73 Charger since he had 

another ‘68 Charger. My mom was 

so mad at him because she loved 

that Charger! 

Looking at the body lines of the 

Challenger and the Charger just 

made me fall in love with them and 

the beauty of the cars. 

When I was 15, my father with his 

caring nature had helped me find 

my first car. He had a ‘71 Road 

Runner with a 383 in it but knew it 

would be too much power for a 15 

year old learning how to drive. “No 

way he’s getting that for is first 

car!” So my dad traded that for a 

‘65 Dart GT with a 273/auto. Then I 

had paid my dad $50 for the Dart to 

“earn it” instead of “just a gift that I 

wouldn’t appreciate as much.” 

How we found the Dart: We called 

about an advertisement in the local 

newspaper. The guy said “You 

should’ve called about an hour 

ago”. We were about to find out 

what he meant by that. We asked if 

he still had it, and he said, “Yes, just 

come take a look.” When we 

opened his garage there was chrome 

ripped off by him using a  

screwdriver, hammer to all the glass 

with shards everywhere, busted 

door panels laying on the ground, 

headliner pieces scattered about, 

seats on top of the car, miscellane-

ous pieces thrown all over the 

place. The dart was stripped down 

to just the shell and was going to be 

used in a smashup derby. The guy 

said he had another rusty dart also 

that had all the good glass, chrome, 

interior, etc. So dad traded the Road 

Runner for the two Darts.  

Thinking I would learn respect for 

my first car by taking two to make 

one. (Great call dad.) We saved it 

from certain disaster. However, the 

next week we went by the guys 

house for curiosities sake and sure 

enough the Road Runner had met 

it’s fate. He used it for the derby 

instead of the Dart. Dad was so 

mad!! His heart sank. The Road 

Runner was sacrificed for my first 

car. I put that car together from 

scratch with my dad’s help. I 

learned where every nut, bolt and 

screw in the car went. Through the 

process I learned how to respect it. 

It now has a 340/4 speed, 8 3/4 with 

3.55’s. I did all the work myself 

with him leading and guiding me 

through the whole process. What a 

great bonding experience this has 

been and a great way to spend good 

quality time with my Dad.  

I am 48 now, and I still have it. I 

love the ‘65 Dart GT just as much 

as the B and E bodies. And that is 

how my addiction began. 

From high school until now I would 

find other cars when the prices were 

right. I found them thinking I would 

save them all, but I found out that I 

could resell them to fund other cars 

that I had. I call this my “seed  

money.” Otherwise I would go 

broke if I had to just fund them 

from my job. My parents have a 

field out in Newport that’s where 

we store the cars. I have a fair 

amount of them out there. I also 

have a handful in Spokane. I am 

always trading and selling. 

Here is a list of some of the cars 

and projects that I have. I call these 

the “keepers.” 

65 Dart GT 

70 Challenger 340/4 

73 Road Runner 

63 Chrysler Newport Wagon 

78 Dodge D100 

69 Coronet (In process of trading 

for 70 Cuda 383/4 project) 

69 Super Bee 

70 Duster (Fully tubbed) 

70 Dodge L-700 (being converted 

into a rollback) 



41 DeSoto Sedan 

62 Lancer 

On Facebook there are many pages  

related to Mopars. I had ran across 

the Spokane Mopars Unlimited page 

and joined it because they were local 

to Spokane. I was excited the most 

about this group because it has a 

hands-on type of group instead of 

just on the internet. When I joined 

the Facebook group Greg Collin had 

invited me to the Downtown  

Scholarship car show. That is when I 

met a handful of the members.  

Everyone’s kindness and friendliness makes it 

a warm and inviting place to share our love 

for the Mopar’s. It was shortly after that I had 

joined the club. I am always inviting others to 

join the group because of the common passion 

we share, the friendship hospitality and all the 

help the group has to offer another. That is 

why I am proud to be a member of this  

awesome group, my Mopar family. Thank 

you all. 

Keep on cruising,  

Scott Schmidt 
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2020 BOARD MEMBERS 

Esther Collin /509.276.2166 

Big Change in the Calendar of Events 

The INCCC all club show will be a month early this year due to scheduled road construction downtown. Put June 

16 on your calendar and get ready for the start of a great new season. 

June 16 INCCC All Club Show  

Spokane, WA Great opportunity to see a lot of local car clubs and spend time with your own club members.  

As you can imagine there are constant changes with the Covid 19 going on. 

You should always check on line to be sure the dates haven’t changed. We 

will keep you posted on changes through our facebook page. 

June 16 INCCC All Club Show  

June 19-21 Spokane Speed and Custom Show - Due to the COVID-19 virus the show 
dates have changed to Father's Day Weekend. 

June 19-20 Car D’Lane Downtown Cruise and Show-n-Shine 
Sherman Ave.   

June 20 Mopars Unlimited Spokane 
This is our club show. Please mark your calendars because we need everyone to be a part of 

making this a great event. This weekend is a popular car show weekend, but our show is in the 

evening so we get a large turnout. 4:00 pm 

June 20   

General Store Show 9:00 am 

Medical Lake Founders Day 10:45 am 

Miss Shifter’s Show 11:00 am 

Dukes 11:00 am 

 

  

Up-Coming 2020 Car Shows 


