
January/February 2019 

Mopars Unlimited Spokane 

Winterfest 2019 was truly a night of fun. 

After struggling to find a place that could 

host a group our size board member Tracy 

Bell Campbell found a location. With 

around 50 members attending it was a tight 

fit, but we found room for everyone.  

Members gathered at O’Dougherty’s to 

enjoy a great meal served buffet style, and 

of course a lot of laughter. 

An annual tradition is the slide show of all 

the different car shows attended. It is  

always fun to see people find pictures of 

themselves and their cars. It also makes 

everyone anxious for the weather to warm 

up again. 

The highlight of the evening is  

always the gift exchange. Packages were 

unwrapped to reveal everything from  

Mopar framed pictures to plaques, and 

even the special club Superman and Won-

der Woman Underoos. This year they were 

even framed. It’s always enjoyable to 

watch and see which gifts get stolen and 

the strategy that goes in to trying to protect 

them.  

 It is never too early to start planning on 

attending Winterfest 2020. If you have any 

ideas of where next year’s party might be 

held please let a board member know. 

Winterfest 2019—Fun Just Being Together 

(Continued on page 2) 
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During the Winterfest each year is 

the  announcement of “Club Member 

of the Year.” This award is voted on 

by all of the members who attend the 

annual breakfast and car cruise. The 

board nominates several people who 

have made large contributions of 

time and effort to better our club. 

The membership votes and the  

winner is announced at the Winter-

fest Party. The Member of the Year 

Award this year went to Greg Collin. 

Read his story below.  

First I would like to say thank you. 

This club has become a special part 

of my life. I have never felt so  

accepted and appreciated as I do in 

this club.  

Being born in to a Mopar family I 

knew things would be different for 

me. While in high school I bought 

my first Mopar, which is the one I 

still have today. At one time I also 

had a 27 Dodge and a 39 Plymouth, 

but eventually I sold those and  

decided to rebuild my 65 after it 

was destroyed by a fallen tree. 

I got involved with the Mopar Club 

as a member in 2016. My second 

year I was encouraged to run for a 

board member position. As the 

club’s Activity Coordinator I have 

found a real joy in serving the club 

and it’s members. Some people 

would say I spend way too much 

time on Facebook, but I enjoy  

conversing with other Mopar  

enthusiasts and giving everyone 

something to laugh about. It is a 

fun and sometimes challenging  

position. This is just one way I have 

given to the club.  

As many of you know, I am a  

professional photographer. I enjoy 

sharing this gift by taking pictures of 

all the cars that attend our show as 

well as, the people who win awards.  

I also enjoy visiting businesses and 

acquiring gifts and gift certificates 

for our car show prizes and other 

events we give to.  

Not to be left out, my wife, Esther 

has taken on the newsletter publish-

ing. She is my right hand assistant 

and we enjoy serving together.  

It may seem like a lot to some, but it 

is easy to give back when you have 

been welcomed like Esther and I 

have. Everyone can benefit from 

getting involved and getting to know 

other members better. You are all so 

much more than club members, you 

are friends. 

Congratulations to Greg Collin, 

Member of the Year. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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It’s Hard to Say Goodbye 
Anyone who has been a member of Spokane Mopars 

Unlimited for any length of time has gotten to know two 

special men. David Decker and his son Nathaniel. David 

is one of the most outgoing and friendly people you will 

ever meet. Greg Collin said, “David introduced himself 

to me at the car show in Richland. I was really  

impressed by the relationship I saw between him and his 

son. The next show I saw him at was the Spokane show. 

I had won in my category two years in a row and David 

said it was time for me to join the club. He introduced 

me to Dean Churchill and that was the reason I joined.” 

He was a great advocate for the Spokane club, but he is 

much more than that. Watching him with his special 

needs son Nathaniel was heartwarming. The time and 

patience he shows his son is truly a display of the love 

of a father for his son. Nathaniel travels with his father 

to the shows driving their Hurst Edition Challenger.  

Nathaniel  has won many trophies with his car and it is a 

special delight to see his smile when he receives a  

trophy. These two men have brought something special 

to  our club, something that no one else can bring.  

David and Nathaniel are a bright shining light for all 

who know them.  

It was a sad moment at the Winterfest party when David 

announced that they would be moving right away to 

Texas. To say we will miss them is an understatement. 

They are irreplaceable. David we will miss your  

constant smile and bubbly personality, and Nathaniel we 

will miss the joy you  always shared with anyone who 

was around. David plans to look for another Mopar club 

where they are living now, and I know they will be a 

blessing to that club as they were to ours. All our love 

and best wishes to the Decker family from your  

Spokane Mopar family. You will be missed. 
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For Sale 
Contact Mike for information. 509-926-2421 

 

In 1965, Chad Parrish bought a brand new 1965 Dodge Coro-
net 500 at Dodge City in Spokane, Washington.  The car was 
bright red with black vinyl top, black interior, 426 street 
wedge, and 4-speed.   In 1969 he sold the Coronet when his 
new 1969 F-8 green Super Bee arrived at Dodge City.   

In 2006, Chad and Pamela started the process of trying to 
locate his original 1965 Coronet 500.  With help from the in-
ternet and clues from Rob Glendinning, the KREM disc jockey 
that Chad sold the Coronet to originally, they tracked  the ’65 
to San Jose, California, where the original car now belongs to 
John Winslow.    Chrysler Historical confirmed that John’s car 
was one of only 729 1965 Coronet 500’s built with the 426 
street wedge and 4-speed, and was sold at Dodge City in 
Spokane, Washington .  Documents in John’s car included the 
original sales receipt (for $3,467.50) from Dodge City, to 
Chad Parrish dated October 26, 1965.  John has turned the 
car into a SS-JA drag car, and wasn’t interested in selling it.  
So, Chad and Pamela continued to look for a 65 Coronet, and 
found their present car in Novato, California.  It was a bright 
red Coronet with black interior, 361/automatic, with factory 
air.     

Since then, they’ve made a few changes to the Coronet.  
They added the black vinyl top, installed a complete new 
Legendary black interior, changed the engine from the 361/
automatic, to a 440/4-speed, and painted the engine com-
partment.   Since Winslow changed the original ’65 from a 4-
speed street car to an automatic drag car, many of the parts 
from the original car are were available, and are now found 
on Chad and Pamela’s ’65.  This includes the steering wheel, 
console, Hurst shifter, and street wedge air cleaner.  Their 
current ’65 is built to represent a 1965 Coronet 500 street 
wedge/4-speed car -  
exactly like the one 
Chad bought new in 
1965 -  except this new 
version includes the 
factory air conditioning 
that was not available 
on a street wedge in 
1965.    

When Chad originally 
bought and picked up 
the Coronet, he spent 
the weekend with John 
in San Jose, and they 
took photos of the two 
cars together.  Mopar 
Muscle ran a small story 
and photo of both of the 
65’s together in the Feb-
ruary 2008 issue.  The Wall Street Journal saw that, and con-
tacted Chad to be part of a story they were doing featuring 
“old guys finding their original cars”.  After that feature ran, 
Good Morning America called.  They were also doing a piece 
about “old guys finding their original cars”, and they sent a 
film crew to Missoula, Montana to include Chad and Pamela’s 
1965 Dodge Coronet story.  So, this is one ’65 Dodge that 
has already had it’s 10 minutes of fame. 

Since completing the car, Chad and Pamela have driven it to 
Mopars At The Strip in Las Vegas  (1,000 miles each way 
from Missoula, Montana) as well as Mopar shows in Seattle, 
Good Guys in Spokane, and many other shows and events.  
This is one 1965 Dodge that gets driven -  a lot!  A highpoint 
of the Mopar hobby for Chad and Pamela occurred at the 
2014 Mopars At The Strip.  One of Chad’s closest friends 
owns an original 1965 Coronet A-990 car that was featured 
at Mopars At The Strip.  Having that car at the show present-
ed a once in a lifetime opportunity to meet and talk to seven 
of the original Ramchargers, including Tom Hoover, the God-
father of the 426 hemi engine. It was amazing!  

This Coronet represents a big part of Chad’s youth while he 
attended college at Eastern Washington University in Chen-
ey, Washington.  And, every time he grabs the steering 
wheel and Hurst shifter in their Coronet, he remembers that 
it’s the exact same wheel and knob that he grabbed 54 years 
ago.  It’s not exactly the same car -  but it’s exactly the same 
feelings of Mopar muscle and that unmistakable sound of a 
big block Mopar cruising the streets. And that’s why Chad 
and Pamela Parrish are driving a 1965 Dodge Coronet 500, 
and having fun every minute of every trip.   

Chad & Pamela Parrish’s 1965 Dodge Coronet 500 
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I am a people person. I like to get to know people and 

hear their stories. Over the course of my involvement 

with Mopars Unlimited Spokane Esther and I have  

gotten to know some of our members and their unique 

stories. This month I want to share with you one of 

those stories.  

This person is a retired driver of both long haul trucks 

and Greyhound buses. He is also a Marine Corp Vet 

that served during the beginning of the Vietnam War. 

We are lucky he is still with us. For four and a half 

years in the Marines he handled anything that went 

BOOM! He attached these special war time items to 

planes like the A-4 Skyhawk.  

Like me, this guy is a people person so many of you 

might already know him. He is always there and  

willing to help. He is the kind of person most car clubs 

have only a few of. Lucky for us he is also quite the car 

nut. Sure, maybe he started out a little confused, but 

thanks to a Dodge dealer he is all Mopar now. 

By now if you haven’t guessed it I am telling the story 

of Alvin Parker.  

Alvin had an interesting start with cars. He learned to 

drive sitting behind the wheel of his grandmother’s 

1940 Olds with three on the tree. I have followed Al in 

his Challenger and he does not drive like his grand-

mother taught him. 

Al served his country, and for that we thank him. While 

serving he got to see many parts of the world.  

After military life he moved to Everett, Washington. 

Being somewhat confused he bought a 62 Chevy 6 

banger. (I know, Really?) He then upgraded to a 65 SS 

Chevy with a power glide. I hear you. (Slip and slide 

with a power glide.) Back then GMAC had some  

questionable policies and bad customer service, leaving 

Al with a bad mark on his credit rating. Fortunately, this 

would not keep Al from getting his next car. The year 

was 1969 and Al stopped to look at the new 1970 

Dodge Dart Swinger. This car had it all; blue in color, 

black hood with two scoops, under the hood was a 340 

with a 4 barrel carter AVS. The tranny was a 4 speed. 

The icing on the cake was this car was also the Hurst 

Edition.  

The salesman asked him 

what he thought and if he 

would like to take it for a 

spin. Well, Duh! After 

driving it Al sadly handed 

the keys back to the sales-

man and told him he loved 

it. When the salesman 

asked if he would like to 

buy it Al told him about 

what happened with his 

cred it score after the 

GMAC mishap. The 

young salesman told him 

to take the car home with 

him. He said, “I will check 

The Man, The Myth, The Legend 
Get to know your fellow members. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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out your story and tomorrow we will talk.”  The next 

morning Al received a phone call, and before they were 

done talking the salesman said, “The car is yours.”  

Alvin later found out this salesman was a son of the 

owner. Due to their customer service and trust in him 

Alvin Parker has been a Mopar man ever since. 

What I learned while talking to Al is he loves the North-

west. He moved around a lot, partially due to being in 

the service. In 1976 Al moved to Boise where he bought 

a new 76 Plymouth Valiant 318 car. He never said, but 

going from a 340 Hurst Dart to a 318 Valiant makes you 

wonder, gas mileage or tickets? We may never know.  

By 1986 Al was on the move again, this time to Carson 

City. He took a new job as a Greyhound bus driver. He 

went on to tell me during this time he needed a toy so he 

picked up a 65 Barracuda with a 273 4 speed Hurst. 

(Atta boy Alvin) During this time an elderly family 

member had taken ill. He moved to Spokane to help care 

for them. He left the Barracuda with a friend to keep  

until he could return to get it. Al planned to work for 

(Continued from page 5) 

Greyhound, but this was the same time that Greyhound 

started their great strike that lasted 2.5 years. Because 

of finances Al was never able to return and get the  

Barracuda.  

The year 1990 Alvin took his driving skills and landed 

a job with Mercer Trucking. He stayed a loyal worker 

for the next 19 years. Over the years the physical labor 

took its toll on Al. Years of lifting, jumping off trailers 

and life in general damaged his hips. Having to go on 

disability and fighting a battle with the court system for 

2.5 years paid off. Alvin won his court case and was 

awarded enough to treat himself to his dream car. 

Proudly, he bought his Challenger RT Classic at Dish-

man Dodge. Oh yes, it has a Hemi, auto stick and flow 

masters. Now you know why Al is always smiling. If 

you don’t know Alvin yet you need to take the time to 

talk with him. Thank you Al for sharing your story with 

me and all the Mopar family.  

By: Greg Collin 

 



For Sale 
1970 Plymouth Roadrunner Hardtop 

 383 4 speed  
 was a bench seat now has bucket seats 
 white, originally green 
 

Owned since 1983, parked inside since 1993 
Trunk floor needs attention 

Right rear quarter panel has some cancer 
Strong floor/Has carpet 

Survivor 
$17,500 

If interested contact Ken Martin 443-7271 
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1970 Dodge Challenger  

440 Magnum engine, 727 Auto Transmission 

 New interior with Cranberry Metallic Martin 

Senour Paint.  

If interested call Mike  Cell #509-998-3176. 

Now only $29,000 



This is a true but sad story with a happy ending. 

In the spring of 2005 a co-worker of my wife Julie came to 

her and told her that he and his brother had a 1971 Plym-

outh Road Runner, her eyes lit up as she asked more about 

the car. Her co-worker told her how his oldest brother Don 

bought the Roadrunner in the late 1970’s and planned to 

restore the car. Don took it all apart, removing the engine 

and transmission, grille and the entire interior. For  

unknown reasons he lost interest and it sat in his garage 

for 28+yrs, basically it was a rolling chassis. While it sat 

the owner Don had a brain hemorrhage and died in 2005. 

His wife was in an Alzheimer’s hospital here in Spokane 

but she couldn’t do anything with the car. The two remain-

ing brothers Mike & Brad were intending to put the  

Roadrunner back together and drive it in remembrance of 

their oldest brother Don. Neither of which were car guys 

so everything would have to be done by somebody else.   

About August 2006 the brothers actually rolled the car out 

of the garage to get a better idea what the status was on the 

Roadrunner. (Photos attached) They truly wanted to  

restore it but did not have the necessary experience to even 

begin the project. The house where the car was being 

stored was sold and the new homeowner agreed to store 

the car for a time, while the two brothers decided what to 

do with the Roadrunner.  My wife worked with Brad the 

younger brother and told him we might be interested in the 

car should they decide to sell it.  Later that year the home-

owner (where the car was being stored) told them she 

needed the car moved out of her garage.  

During this time we were told the second oldest brother 

Mike had terminal cancer. June 2007 Julie & I were  

approached asking if we were truly interested in the Road-

runner, a purchase price was offered and accepted with the 

promise the car could be removed within 48 hours. We 

became the owners of the Roadrunner. Fortunately for us, 

the prior owner Don had been very meticulous with the 

tear down as every nut and bolt was labeled and bagged or 

in its respective place. Everything was there Also; Don the 

owner had purchased many NOS (New Old Stock) parts 

for his planned restoration. 

Our hope was to complete the car so Mike could get a ride 

in the Roadrunner, but he died in November 2007 and  

never did get to see the completed car. We did take the car 

to the Alzheimer’s hospital and gave the prior owner’s 

wife a ride in the Roadrunner. She did remember the car 

and was excited to see it and ride in it. 

Through the winter of 2007 we began putting the car back 

together in its original condition.  We had the front seat 

reupholstered because it was torn and the left front fender 

had been replaced with a NOS Chrysler fender that needed 

paint to match. The rest of the car was in its original  

condition; all other parts were present and accounted for.   

Due to the 28 years of sitting apart the original engine 

block had rust in the cylinder walls and needed to be 

bored. Once all the engine machine work was completed 

and assembled the engine was ready to go back in the car. 

April 1, 2008 found new life back in the Roadrunner!  This 

car sports its original paint job other than repainted fender. 

The Roadrunner is a GF7 Green/Green bench seat, column 

shift automatic with a 383 Magnum W/AC.  This car is a 

numbers matching car & the original interior other than the 

repaired front seat.  All the decals and emblems are in 

great condition.  The condition of this car truly was a testa-

ment to the value of garaging, especially with no windows. 

The dry humidity here in Spokane WA, was another plus 

in the condition of this “Survivor”. 

I have shown the car in several regional car shows. I took 

1st place in the survivor class at the Mopars Unlimited 

show June 08, 2018, its first show since being back on the 

road.  

By: Rich DeHart 

  

A True Survivor Story 



  First Meeting of 2019 
       Tuesday, February 11 

6:00 pm 
Dishman Dodge Service  Department 

INCCC 

Show  No Shine 

Spokane Auto 
Speed Show 

Trophy Building 

Saturday, Feb 23 Saturday, May 4 Saturday, April 13 

S P O K A N E  
C O U N T Y  F A I R  &  

E X P O  C E N T E R  
 

 4 0 4  N  H a v a n a  

 S p o k a n e ,  W A  
9 9 2 0 2  

Social Hour 5:30 

Dinner to follow 

Tickets $40 if 

purchased by 

Tuesday night 


